For Better or for Worse
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0ver five million Americans get married each year and the trend is increasing. The average* age is 19 (25 in Europe) and half the population will get married three times. Why do Americans marry more than Europeans? 

The principal reason is probably that a girl and a boy can't just live together. It is not a question of law*: the Bible is against people living together out of wedlock*. 

The formalities are quick: the Registry Office* publishes the banns for a very short time. Moreover*, almost anybody can become an ordained wedding minister* (even a neighbour!), so, there is no need to wait for a churchman to be free! 

New technologies make things easier too. For example, in Washington State, a minister marries couples on the Internet, wherever they are. The ceremony costs between $400 and $1,600, depending on length and quality. Another important motive that attracts Americans is the super shows 

proposed by the vast wedding industry. The more kitsch a marriage is, the more successful it is. The situations are incredible: you can get married underwater, or while bungee-jumping* or skydiving*. The ceremonies can be presided by a Bruce Willis or a Robert Redford 

impersonator*. There are also theme weddings like Star Wars ceremonies, Ancient Egypt ceremonies. The list is endless. No idea is too stupid or exaggerated for the public! 

One more reason why Americans gel married more than Europeans may be the opportunity of getting divorced. Over three million people get separated  every year and 4.5 million couples see marital therapists*. But nothing is written in the Bible about divorce! 

From 'Marriage Madness' , Rupert Morgan, Today in English, n°121, June 2001, Bayard Presse.

Average :  moyen 

the law : la loi / le droit 

out of wedlock : en dehors du mariage 

the Registry Office : bureau de l'état civil 

moreover : de plus 

ordained minister : pasteur qui peut célébrer des mariages 

while bungee-jumping : en faisant du saut à l'élastique 

skydiving : parachutisme en chute libre 

an impersonator : un imitateur un sosie 

a marital therapist : un conseiller conjugal 

